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Namaste, Commissioners: 

We, academics and scholars in the history of Indian and the four dharmic religions — 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism— are gathered here in Florida the week- 
end of October 2-4 for the Uberoi Foundations annual “Meeting of Experts.” As part 
of this meeting, Acharya Arumuganathaswami, managing editor of Hinduism Today 
magazine, explained to us the on-going issues with the revision of the California State 
History-Social Science Framework. 

The proposed narrative portion to be presented October 8 and 9 regarding the origin 
of Sanskrit and the Vedic peoples in India, lines 806-228 of grade 6, reads: 

“The Harappan civilization steadily declined after 1900 BCE, perhaps owing to eco- 
logical factors such as seismic events, deforestation, salt buildup in the soil, and 
persistent drought, including the drying up of the Sarasvati River around 2000 BCE. 
Indian history then entered the Vedic period (ca. 1500-500 BCE), an era named for 
the Vedas, Sanskrit religious texts passed on for generations through a complex oral 
tradition. In that period, people speaking Indie languages, which are part of the larg- 
er Indo-European family of languages, entered South Asia, probably by way of Iran. 
Gradually, Indie languages, including Sanskrit, spread across northern India. They 
included the ancestors of such modern languages as Hindi, Urdu, and Bengali. The 
early Indie speakers were most likely animal herders. They may have arrived in India 
in scattered bands, later intermarrying with populations perhaps ancestral to those 
who speak Dravidian languages, such as Tamil and Telagu [sic] in southern India and 
Sri Lanka today. In the same era, nomads who spoke Indo-lranian languages moved 
into Persia. Indie, Iranian, and most European languages are related . " 
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Without using the word “Aryan,” this is a restatement of the 1848 Aryan invasion 
theory of F. Max Muller which has never found substantial evidence outside of con- 
clusions from paleo-linguistics, and is contradicted by both archaeological and ge- 
netic research. It also includes the contested idea that the people of Indus civilization 
spoke a proto-Dravidian language, a theory supported by no substantial evidence. 
The passage acknowledges no debate on the issue, despite the opposition of major 
historians and archaeologists, such as the Indus civilization expert Johnathan Mark 
Keynoyer, who pronounced the Aryan invasion/migration theory “absurd.” 

We recommend and endorse the carefully considered wording proposed by Dr. Shi- 
va Bajpai to the Commission in the submission of November 25, 2014 by the Uberoi 
Foundation Institute for Curriculum Advancement. This paragraph states the known 
facts while acknowledging the debate over the issue. 

“Harappan civilization steadily declined after 1900 BCE, perhaps owing to 
seismic events, river capture and ecological factors. The next period of Indian 
history, (ca. 2000-500 BCE), is termed the Vedic and Later Vedic Period as the 
Vedas, a group of religious scriptures, became prominent during this time. The 
people who composed the Rig Veda in Sanskrit lived in the “Land of the Seven 
Rivers,” which corresponds to the Harappan/Indus-Sarasvati region. The Rig 
describes the Sarasvati as “the most mighty of rivers” flowing from the Hima- 
layas to the ocean. Therefore the Rig had to be composed before 2000 BCE, by 
which time the river had dried up. The Sanskrit language is part of the Indo-Eu- 
ropean family of languages, including most languages of northern India such 
as Hindi, and nearly all of the European languages including Latin and Greek. 
To explain how Sanskrit came to be in India, 19th-century historians proposed 
that Sanskrit-speaking people came in a series of invasions from central Asia, 
destroying the existing Indian civilization. But there is no evidence of such 
conquest. Today some historians hold that the Vedic people came in peaceful 
migrations from central Asia; a growing number of others believe they were 
indigenous to India. In either case, there was a significant disruption of Indian 
society from 1900 BCE onward, with a large section of the Harappan population 
moving to the Ganga plains and other areas within and even beyond India.” 

There are other substantial issues in Indian history which are incorrectly represented 
in the revised narrative, such as caste, but in our limited time before the IQC meeting, 
we are only addressing the “Aryan Invasion” matter. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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The joint statement from the Uberoi Foundation Experts meeting on the Aryan 
Invasion/Migration portion of the History-Social Science Framework 2015 was received 
by the following individuals: 

1 . Ramdas Lamb, Associate Professor, University of Hawaii 

2. James T. Polsfut, Executive Director, Uberoi Foundation 

3. Dr. Yashwant V. Pathak, Professor/Associate Dean Faculty Affairs, University of 
South Florida 

4. Satya Gupta, Associate Director, Hindu University of America, South Florida 

5. Claude d’Estree, Professor/Director, Josef Korbel School of International Studies, 
University of Denver 

6. Frank Michael Tedesco, Professor and Academic Council Member, Hindu 
University of America (formerly University of Maryland Asian Division) 

7. Yashwant K. Malaiya, Professor, Colorado State University 

8. Andrew Schelling, Poet and Professor, Naropa University 

9. Ved P. Nanda, Professor of Law, University of Denver 

10. Indira Walia, Teacher, Douglas County School District 

1 1 .Shekhar Patel, Vice President, Strategic Development, Hindu University of 
America 

12. Ram P. Agarwal, Director, Hindu University 

13. Neeru Agarwal, Ethicks, Hindu 

14. Aggarwal R. Braham, Chairman, Hindu University of America 

15. C. Rajan Narayanan, Executive Director, Life in Yoga Institute 

16. Dr. Abhijit Pandya Professor, Florida Atlantic University 

17. Alice L. Wood, Department Chair, Religion, Philosophy and Humanities, 
Bethume-Cookman University, Daytona Beach, FL 

18.Sthaneshwar Timalsina, Professor, San Diego State University 



